What type of groups do you

belong to?
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Agenda

1. Do Now
2. Objectives
3. New Material

4. Discuss New Material

5. Closing
6. Exit Slip



Groups Within Society
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Objectives

» SWBAT:
— Content:
— 1. Explain that groups are the foundation of social
life
— 2. Explain how sociologists define groups
— 3. Explain the major types of groups
— Language:
* 1, 2, and 3, by note taking and discussing in class
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METHODS OF KEEPING IN TOUCH

Landline phone I 5
Cell phone INEEG—_—_— 5%
Face-to-face IS 31%
Instant message I 28%
Text message I 27
Social network sites I 21%
E-rmail I 14%

Social Networking Web sites such as MySpace and Facebook
provide a virtual community where people can “gather” Members cre-
ate their own online profile and “meet” using a host of communication
methods, including voice, chat, instant message, and video. This mode
of group interaction is growing in popularity among young Americans.

5 5 % Percentage of online teens who use social
networking sites.

4 8% Percentage of online teens who visit social
networking sites one or more times a day.

9 1% Percentage of social networking teens who say
they use the sites to stay in touch with friends they see
frequently.

72 % Percentage of social networking teens who say
they use the sites to make plans with friends.

49% Percentage of social networking teens who say
they use the sites to make new friends.

EZITIZTIT INTERPRETING GRAPHS What in the graph suggests
that virtual communication encourages rather than discourages tradi-

tional forms of communication?

Sources: Pew Internet & American Life Project




Section 4 at a Glance C-vo{)d

Groups Within Society
* Groups are the foundation of social life. They differ in terms of
size, life, organization, and purpose.

e Groups perform important functions, such as setting
membership boundaries, choosing leaders, fulfilling goals, and
controlling members’ behavior.




Groups Within Society

Main Idea

Groups are the foundation of social life and they differ in terms of size,
organization, and purpose. Groups also perform many important functions in
society.

Reading Focus
¢ How do sociologists define the term group?

e What types of groups do sociologists recognize?
¢ What are the main functions of groups?
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CLOSE UP

H Tt+'s simple- yov can't have
In with the “In” Crowd an in-crowd unless you
leave Ssomebody out of it —
withovt uncool, there is no
cool. Se lbasically. v yov're
r\o-ﬂr\.na without me. HA'

ik

Sviie wovld later win o
Nobel Prize for hec Th
Special Secial Relativity.

Sociologists would agree with this cartoon—you cannot
have an in-group without setting boundaries to show
who does not belong.




Now Secioligists
Definidg Groups

* Four features of Groups:

(FtEraEtiBRIGEEusIbetween members

.
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\-‘. — Must possessa—

— Ex: Soldiers at boot camp, a family, people attending a video-game conference

. Aggregate
— A gathering of people without lasting organization

— Ex: Passengers on a bus, people in line at movies

* Social cate;ories

— People with a shared trait or status who do not interact with each other

— Ex: Students, women, teens, men, left-handed people




Ways Groups Can Differ 7 J

‘, *Size
* Adyad is two peaple.

e Atriad is three people.

— FiEeT s tiretergest-rormber-that works wet-asagroue:

: v
*Time
* A group can be g gne-time meeting or alifetime.
¢ Interaction is not continuous; there are breaks.

Z = v
3. * Organization

e A formal group has clearly defined structure, goals, and activities.
» An informal group has no official structure or rules of conduct.
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Group of 3
There are pust three possible face-to-face relationships in a group with
thres members. Interaction tends to be personal and intimate.

Group of 10
With a 10-member group, there are 45 possible face-to-face relation-
ships. As a result, interaction is often less intense and intimate.
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Reading Check

Identify Supporting Details
In what ways do groups differ?

Answerxsize, length of time group exists, organization




Types of Groups

There are many kinds of groups. Most people belong to several.

v

Primary Groups Secondary Groups

e The most intimate type e Interaction is impersonal and

» Helps to form your values/beliefs temporary

¢ Small group ¢ Involve share part of a member’s

¢ Personal group self

e interacts over a long period * Casual

e Allows you to share your entire e Limited time

* Ex: family i

* Members can be replaced
e Ex: classroom, factory, political

party




Reference Groups

e A group you compare yourself with

* A group you personally identify with

Attitudes and values are adopted

Can have both positive and negative
effect on behavior

s ex: friends

Electronic Communities
* Have grown with arrival of internet

v

* Some reflect primary-group dynamics

v

In-Groups and Out-Groups
* In-group: any group that a person
belongs to and identifies with

e Out-group: any group that the person
does not belong to or identify with

St}ial etaw\orkg ro H P

e The web of relationships across groups
due to people belonging to many groups

* No clear boundaries







Reading Check

Find the Main Idea

How do primary groups
and secondary groups differ?




Group Functions (The Things Groups Do)

l ¢ Define boundaries
— Use of uniforms, gestures, handshakes, or language
2 . * Select leaders
— Leaders infl the attitud d opini theys
eaders influence the attitudes an oplmoeseofe\ S : O\/\S.

— 1. Instrumental leaders help find specific rmreamsthat will help the group reach
its goals

— 2. Expressive leaders find ways to keep the group together and to maintain

morale
§ -+ Define purpose

— Set goals
— Assign tasks
— Make decisions

¢ Control members’ behavior




Reading Check

Summarize

What types of leadership do groups need
to be successful?

v

Answer: need both instrumental leaders and expressive
leaders







